
History: Christopher Columbus Vs Neil Armstrong

Extending our learning from Spring term 1, children will continue to 
explore the life of Christopher Columbus. This term we will also learn 
about the life of explorer Neil Armstrong. 

Children will:

• Use sources to learn about Neil Armstrong and his life

• Explore the Apollo 11 mission and why it is significant 

• Compare the lives of Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, 
looking at the similarities and differences of the achievements 
of both explorers, and consider the impact both individuals 
have made on life today.

English
Phonics:
Pupils will continue to learn phonics following Read Write Inc. 
Pupils who have finished the RWI scheme will now begin the RWI spelling 
scheme.
Y2 Children will continue to complete weekly spelling tests, focusing on the 
Year 2 common exception words.
Key texts:
The Darkest Dark- Chris Hadfield 
Reading:
Year 1 and 2 pupils will continue to follow the reading VIPERS model to 
develop their reading skills (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, 
Retrieve) on their journey to becoming better readers. 
Writing:
Narrative-
• To begin this term children will create an adventure story, focusing on 

character and setting description. Pupils will explore the key text, 
making cross curricular links to our History topic of Neil Armstrong and 
use this to support and further their independent, creative writing. 

Non-narrative-
• The second unit during this term will focus on a non-narrative, recount 

text. This unit will also create a cross-curricular link to our history 
topic, linking to Apollo 11. The unit outcome will focus on pupils being able 
to write simple first person recounts linked to topics of interest, using 
the language of texts read as models for own writing. 

Music

Following schemes set out by Charanga, pupils will be working on the unit ‘Round and 
Round’. This unit is based around a Bossa Nova Latin style, that focuses on pulse, 
rhythm and pitch.

Art

Our artistic focus this term is on 
the formal elements of Art. We 
will study and influence our own 
art based on the work of Artists 

Banksy, Milhales, Riley and 
Forman. 

Religious Education

This term we will explore Understanding Christianity: Salvation 1.5. This 
units focus question is ‘Why does Easter matter to Christians?’, with a 

focus on digging deeper and Easter.

P.E
In PE we pupils will begin to develop their skills through 2 units.

Gymnastics Unit 2: 
Pupils will be able to perform a variety of basic gymnastic actions showing 

control, introduce turns, twists, spins, rock and roll and link these into 
movement patterns and perform longer movement phrases and link with 

confidence.

Attack, defend, shoot Unit 2: 
Children will begin to recognise rules and apply them in competitive and 

cooperative games, use and apply simple strategies for invasion games and 
prepare for, and explain the reasons why we enjoy exercise. 

PSHE 

The topic focus for PSHE is 
‘Dreams and Goals’ using the 

Jigsaw resources.

Maths
(based on the Year 1 and 2 programme outlined by the White Rose 

Maths Hub)

Measures:
To begin Spring 2, all pupils will begin to look at measurement. All pupils will explore 
measuring length, with Year 1 focusing on non-standard units of measure before moving 
on to standard units of measure. Both year groups will measure in centimetres (cm), with 
Year 2 moving on to consider if items are longer or shorter than a metre and measuring 
longer distances in metres. Year 2 will then go on to apply their understanding of the 
four operations in the context of length and height. 

Year 1: Place value to 100
Year 1 children will build on their previous learning of numbers to 50. They will begin by 
counting, understanding and recognising numbers to 100, before being able to partition, 
compare and order numbers. Year 1 pupils will also implement their understanding of one 
more and one less for numbers within 100. 

Year 2: Shape
Year 2 will use this unit to develop their knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes. Children will 
focus on the properties of these shapes, including finding 2-D shapes with vertical lines 
of symmetry. 

Fractions:
All children will begin this unit focusing on halves and quarters, with Year 2 then 
extending their knowledge moving on to looking at thirds and non-unit fractions. Year 2 
will be introduced to writing fractions using numerators and denominators. EXPLORERS

Christopher Columbus 
and Neil Armstrong 

Computing 

We will be following the purple mash scheme, focusing on the unit of 
‘Effective searching’.

Science: Animals including humans

This unit will begin by exploring the life cycle of 
humans and animals, focusing on observing closely 
to identify changes between humans and animals 
overtime. We will then explore the basic needs 
for survival for humans and animals, including 
amphibians, reptiles and insects. 
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